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Raquel Moya helps
turn pups into pros in
“Personality” on p. 13
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Moya. For Moya, training assistance rf{:lg:.: to

Canine Care

As a volunteer with Assistance Dogs of the West,
Raquel Moya knows that with hard work and dedication,
you can teach an old dog—or a young one—new tricks.

ourteen-year-olds aven't necessarily

L;E”Jrfma about what they can do

to make a difference in H’J{, lives of
others. But that doesn't hold true for Rri'quff

aid individuals with disabilities is a typical,
rewarding part of her everyday life.

Maya first knew she wanzed o work closely with dogs when
her family adopted an Australian Cartle Dog mix, Zippie, from the
Animal Humane Association. "One of the reasons my mom wanted
me to volunteer was because we had juse adopted our first dog the
previous summer,” Moya says. “We actually rescued her, She had
been abused, was really skinny, and was just looking for a home.
My mem stepped up and became ‘the mom’ to our dog and T know
now that these dogs really look up to me the way mvyv dog looks up
b3 my mom.”

Moya began volunteering with the Albuquerque branch of
Assistance Dogs of the West (ADW) when she was 12. As a non-
profit organization based in Santa Fe, ADW focuses on rraining
assisrance dogs for individuals with disabilities who need a form of
support in everyday activities. Oceupational ctherapist and program
instructor Melissa Winlle believes the programisa highly-rewarding
experience tor all young adultswho participate as voluneers during
the weekly after school program. "ADW is & program whers, in every
class, there are six kids with no disabilides and two kids who are
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